SCENE                      47
accompanied by two close friends of the came class, John
Brennan and Thomas Martin. His mother had watched
him anxiously during breakfast; he could not eat, and said
that he was too ill to go to work : she thought that he had
something on his mind. At midday the three young men
walked together into a public-house kept by a Mrs. Dunlop
in Dorset Street, and asked for a private room. They were
shown into a little place which was separated from the bar
by a partition which did not quite reach to the ceiling.
There was a crowd of people in the bar at the time, so that
little attention was paid to the low conversation which was
being held in the little room. Five minutes later, there rang
out the loud report of a revolver shot, and smoke was seen
curling over the partition. One of the three young men,
John Brennan, rushed out of the little room, forced his way
through the astonished crowd, and took to his heels. As he
opened the door in the partition, the dead body of Joseph
MacMahon, who had entered the shop so shortly before,
full of the vigour of life and health, fell out on to the floor
of the saloon bar. A crowd then gave immediate pursuit to
John Brennan, and one of the number, after a short hue and
cry of <c Stop the murderer," pulled him off a jaunting-car
on to which he had jumped, and his arrest swiftly followed,
The third young man, Thomas Martin, remained with the
dead body. Two revolvers were found lying on the floor
of the little room, one fully loaded, the other lacking the
one cartridge which had been fired. The latter was pointing
towards MacMahon. Five other revolver bullets were found
under a seat in the room. In MacMahon's house there was
found a small armoury : more revolver cartridges, 143
rounds of rifle ammunition, rifles, bayonets, and some articles
for cleaning firearms.
The case was tried in April, before Chief Baron Palles,
and a jury of the " wild flowers of Tullahogue " : James
Murphy, Q,.C., and William O'Brien, Q.C., appeared for
the prosecution, and Carson defended the prisoners single-
handed. The event had taken place when everybody in
Dublin was talking about the Phoenix Park murders and
the knife and the bullet were feared by all respectable